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ABSTRACT 

Tms study was conducted on statewide enrollment 
trends and student characteristics m Illinois public community 
colleges. The srudy analyzed fall 1990 enrollments by college, 
full-/part-time status, f=ex, ethnic origin, age, student level, 
f irst-time/contmumg enrollment status, and program. Study findings 
included the following: (1) at the end of the fall 1990 registration 
period, the 50 Illinois community colleges enrolled 352,898 students 
in instructional credit courses, representing an increase of 3,3% 
over the fall 1989 term; (5) the number of female students increased 
at a higher rate than male students (4% vs 2.5%); (6) 42.2'< of the 
student population were males; (7) the number and percentage of 
minority students increased slightly m 1990; (8) the median age of 
students was 26.8 years, while the mean age was 30.4; (9) fall 1990 
freshman and sophomore enrollments increased by 3.8% and 9.7%, 
respectively, over fall 1989, while the number of high school 
students enrolled m community colleges dropped; (10) the proportion 
of transfer students remained stable at 4.2%, while the proportion of 
first-time students decreased to the lowest level in 5 years; (11) of 
the 39% of students m the baccalaureate/transfer area, only 24.2% 
indicated an intention to transfer; and (12) nearly 28% of all 
students indicated chat their intent was to improve occupational 
skills or prepare for a new career. (PAA) 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF FALL 1990 OPENING ENROLLMENT REPORT 



1. At the end of registration in fall 1990, the 50 public conmunity colleges 
in Illinois enrolled 352,898 students in instructional credit courses. 
This constitutes an increase of 11,165 students (3,3 percent) from the 
fall 1989 term. 

2. The fall 1990 full-time equivalent (PTE) enrollment whs 181,524 for an 
increase of 7,087 (4.1 percent). 

3. The proportion of full-time students enrolled during fall 1990 vas 
30.2 percent. There has been a slow but steady increase and 
stabilization in the proportion of full-time students over the last five 
years. During fall 1990, the baccalaureate/transfer programs accounted 
for nearly one-half (49.3 percent) of the full-time students enrollM in 
the public community colleges. 

4. The number of female students increased by nearly 4 percent from 196,578 
!n fall 1989 to 204,095 in fall 1990. The nuarber of male students also 
increased but at a lower rate (145,155 to 148,803 or 2.5 percent). Males 
now comprise 42.2 percent of the student population. 

5. Overall, the number and percentage of minority students enrolled in the 
community colleges ir Illinois increased slightly in 1990. While there 
were substantial percentage increases for non-resident aliens and 
American Indians, the numbers of these students remain relatively small. 
The number of black students increased 7 percent while the Hispanic 
student population showed little change* 

6. The analysis of fall 1990 student enrollment by age indicates t .iSt the 
median age of community college students was 26.8. This represents a 
very slight decrease from the fall 1989 median of 26.9. The mean age was 
30.4 in fall 1990, unchanged from fall 1989. 

7. Fall 1990 student-level enrollment data indicate a slight increase among 
freshmen and a notable increase among sophomores in attendance at 
community colleges. Freshman enrollments increased from 219,596 in 1989 
to 227,830 (3.8 percent) in 1990, while sophomore enrollments increased 
from 57,301 to 62,848 (9.7 percent). The number of high school students 
enrolled in com^junity colleges decreased from 1,724 to 1,527 in 1990. 

8. Nearly one-half of the students enrolled during fall 1990 attended the 
same college the previous term. The proportion of transfer students 
remained stable (4.2 percent). The proportion of first-time students 
decreased from 34.3 percent in 1989 to 31.9 percent in 1990, the lowest 
over the past five years. 
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An AMlytla of carollMnt by lutructional prograa «re« r«v»aled 
•nroll«»at lner*«Ma lo the t*n*ral aaaoelat*. b«cc«l«ur*«t*/tr«naffr, 
and occupational prograaa. Baccalaur*ata/tranafer rraained the largest 
prograa area with approzioately 39 percent of the atud-^nta. 

Vfttlle nearly 39 percent of the ttudenta were in the baccalaureate/ 
tranafer area, only 24.2 percent of all atudenta indicated their intent 
was to tranafer. Three-fourtha of these were enrolled in baccalaureate/ 
transfer prograaa. Nearly 28 percent of all atudenta Indicated their 
Intent waa to prepare for a new career or to iaprove occupational akills. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Accurate and comprehensive Information on community college enrollments Is 
Important at the local, state, and national levels. This information is used 
not only to analyze historical enrollment trends but also for planning future 
programs, curricula, financing, and facilities. Each college provides the 
Illinois Community College Board with data on each student enrolled in 
credit-generating courses. These computerized data are used to produce 
various reports on s^'udent characteristics and curricula enrollments in 
Illinois community colleges. From this centralized statewide student 
database, the data needs of both state and national agencies and legislative 
bodies can be met. 

This report focuses on a summary of statewide stucent enrollment trends and 
student characteristics in Illinois public community colleges. The analyses 
are based on fall 1990 opening enrollments for credit-generating students as 
reported by the colleges at the end of the regular fall registration period 
(usually the 10th day of the term). These data do not reflect non-credit 
community education enrollments. Courses that begin after the end of the 
regular registration period also are not Included in these figures. For 
colleges with two or more modules during the fall semester, only those 
students enrolled in the first module are included. Therefore, these 
enrollments do not include all students who enroll at community colleges 
during the fall term. However, these data provide a point-in-time or 
"snapshot** of fall term enrollment with counts that are comparable from year 
to year and from institution to iastitutioa. Further, they are comparable to 
fall enrollment data in institutions nationwide. 

For comparison with past fall enrollments, summary data for the last five 
years are presented. la addition to the summary data, a detailed table 
comparing fall 1989 and fall 1990 headcount and full-time equivalent (FTE) 
enrollments by college is Included. Additional earollment data for each 
community college will be Included in the 1991 edition of the Data and 
Characteristics of the Illinois Public Community College System . 

Student Enrollment by Coviiunlty College 

Fall opening enrollinent for 1990 (fiscal year 1991) vaa 352,898, and FTE 
students totaled 181,524. Table 1 contains comparative fall tenth-day 
enrollment data for the last five years. The fall 1990 headcount enrollment 
increased 3.3 percent or 11,165 students over fall 1989. FTE enrollments 
Increased 4.1 percent or the equivalent of 7,087 full-time students. Compared 
to fall 1986, current headcount Increased by 5.4 percent and FTE enrollment 
was up by 9,2 percent. 
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Table 1 

SUMMARY OF OPENING FALL ENROLLMENTS IN 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1986 TO 1>90 



Headcount 
Percent Change 

PTE 

Percent Change 



1986 


1987 


1988 


1989 


1990 


334,884 
-1.4X 


324,163 
-3.2X 


328,276 
1.3X 


341,733 
4. IX 


352,898 
3.3X 


166,204 
-0.3X 


161,138 
-3.0% 


166,291 
3.2X 


174,437 
4.9X 


181,524 
4. IX 



It is important to note that community colleges* enrollments, as illustrated 
!SoJ^^^" oo% ^^^^ ^^"^ consecutive years reversing the decline from 
1986 to 1987. In 1990, both headcount and FTE were at their highest levels 
during the five years under study. 



Figure 1 
OPENING FALL HEADCOUNT 
ENROLLMENT 1986 - 1990 
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Table 2 provides a comparison of 1990 fall opening enrollments with 1989 fall 
opening enrollments for each community college. Of the 50 colleges » 32 shoved 
increases, nine exhibited decreases, and nine showed little or no change (1*0 
percent or less) in headcount. PTE increasei were reported by 41 colleges, 
decreases by three colleges, and little or no change by six colleges. 



T«bl» 2 



COKPARISOM or riNAi rALL 1990 OPDflMC DHOOMDrrS WITH 
FAU. 1989 OPBNIIfC CNF.OLLKENTS 



Dlicrlct/ 
Coll»i» 

tollrvlllt 
BlActc 'tawk 

Quad 
Chicago 
Clcy-tfldt 

Halcola X 

OLlve-H*rvey 

Vaahlag con 

Wilbur Wright 
DaavlIIe 
IXjPagf 
Elgin 
rlarptr 
Highland 
IlLlfioH Cfncral 
rillnoli EatCfrn 

Frontlfr 

llncoln Trail 
Cfncral 

Wabaah Valify 
riLlfioli Vallfy 
JoLlPC 
Kankatcte 
Kaskaakia 
<lsnvauk#9 
Lakf County 
Lakr Land 
LpwIs & Clark 
Lincoln Land 
Logan 
McHfnry 

Moralnf Vallfy 

Morton 
^akton 
Parkland 
Pralrl* Stat* 
^«Qd Lake 
Richland 
"lock Valify 
Sandburg 
Sauk Vallfy 
Shawnff 

South Suburban 
SouthfaiCf m 
Spoon Rivf r 
Statf CooB. Coll. 
Triton 
Waubona** 
Wood 

totals/aveium;es 



Fall 1989 Fall 1990 
Hfadcount Hfadcouat 



12 , 769 


14,180 


(5 ,998) 


(6,579) 


7/. A 


768 




5,811 


w / , 013; 


(78,892) 


11 » 331 


9.604 




8 ,338 


8 ,601 


9 ,508 


9 , 537 


9,602 


3 , 314 


8,763 


15 t 137 


16.467 


8» 157 


8,313 


8» 346 


8 ,297 


3 1 «0U 


3t534 


IB m 7 
, U3/ 


29 .187 


6 » 448 


7 .066 




16 ,509 


2 , 983 


3,258 




12,724 


f 8 1 587 ) 


(8,556) 


2,535 


2.387 


950 


954 


1,744 


1,606 


3,358 


3,609 


4,131 


4,207 


9,567 


9.645 


3,456 


3.789 


3.269 


3,269 


2,960 


3,035 


12.757 


13.526 


4.317 


4,437 


5.450 


5,886 


7.302 


7,717 


5,307 


5,216 


3,684 


3,768 


13,590 


13,601 


3,934 


4.195 


L2,290 


12,395 


8.483 


8,570 


4.758 


5,127 


3,293 


3,766 


3,889 


3.801 


7.957 


8,730 


2.598 


2,639 


2,724 


3,109 


1,376 


1,575 


8.685 


8,581 


7,896 


3,032 


1,746 


1,970 


1,041 


1,236 


16,625 


16,759 


5,898 


6.089 


3.005 


2.743 



J41,733 352,898 



X Chang* 1989 
89-90 PTE 



U.IX 


5,992 


(9.7) 


(3,523) 


3.2 


$43 


10.6 


2,982 


(2.4) 


(43,520) 


-15.2 


4,929 


9.9 


3,732 


10.5 


5,628 


0.7 


7,133 


5.4 


5,496 


8.8 


8,615 


1.9 


3,763 


-0.6 


4,204 


8.4 


1,966 


4.1 


14,499 


9.6 


3,042 


-l.l 


7,768 


9.2 


1,338 


2.1 


6,133 


(-0.4) 


(3,443) 






0.4 


639 


-7.9 


1,122 


7.5 


1,069 


1.8 


2.422 


0.8 


4,969 


9.6 


1,784 


0.0 


1,981 


2.5 


1,633 


6.0 


3,407 


2.8 


2,666 


8.0 


2,727 


-1.1 


3,613 


-1.7 


3,121 


2.3 


1,386 


0.1 


6,979 


6.6 


1,691 


0.9 


^,017 


1.0 


4,738 


7.8 


2.323 


14.4 


1,<H)3 


-2.3 


1,869 


9.7 


3,736 


1.6 


1,433 


14.1 


1,540 


14.5 


899 


-1.2 


3,606 


4.7 


1,763 


12.8 


990 


18.7 


642 


0.8 


8,185 


3.2 


2,466 


-8.7 


1.310 



3.3X 174,437 





X ChAag* 


r IB 


aa <xfi 


X. ua 


9.3X 


f ^ ai 9 ^ 






2*0 


j,« 30 


7 . J 


^ * ? . 365^ 


(4.2) 


3 ,9^3 


-19.0 


4 , 191 


11 . 7 


0 , 3U0 


15.6 


7 ^1 A 


2. 7 


5 ,82 5 


6.0 


9,4J3 


9.5 


3,820 


1 . 5 


X 9 7n 


1 . 6 


i , 


*» . u 


i3,UJ3 


3 . 7 


J , J* 1 


9 . C 


7 


1 7 


i , 3«/0 


z . u 


t. ^7a 

0,3/7 


4 . 0 


^ 3,0O7 } 


(7.1) 


6/3 


9 . 8 




3.9 


1 19 7 


rt A 
U . *» 


1,223 


14.4 


2,420 


-O.I 


3,079 


2 . 2 


l!871 


4.9 


2,097 


5.9 


1,703 


4.3 


3,649 


4.5 


2.740 


2.8 


2.907 


6.<^ 


3,661 


1.3 


3,096 


-0.8 


1,623 


2.3 


7,244 


3.8 


1,842 


8.9 


3,269 


5.0 


4,837 


2.1 


2,442 


5.0 


1,908 


0.3 


1,889 


1.1 


4,331 


8.4 


1,433 


-0.1 


1,726 


12.1 


1,031 


16.9 


3.784 


4.9 


?,843 


4.3 


1,108 


11.9 


809 


26.0 


8,222 


0.3 


2,358 


3.7 


1.264 


-3.3 


181,324 


4. It 
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SuMary of Pull-Tli»/Part-Tl«e Enrollw»nt« 

Table 3 contains full-tlme/part-tlme headcount enrollment data fron fall 1986 
through fall 1990. The proportion of full-time enrollments Increased 
steadily from 1986 to 1989 but has remained constant at 30.2 percent since 
last year. The 106,710 full-time students enrolled In fall 1990 represented a 
3.5 percent Increase from a year ago and a new high for the five-year period. 
Part-time enrollments In fall 1990 increased 3.2 percent from the same time a 
year ago. 



Tabl* 3 

COMPARISON or FUU-TIME AND PART-TIME OPEMWG PALL HEADCOUNT OttOLLMENTS 
IM ULINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITT COLLEGES PMH 19M TO 1990 





1986 




1987 




1988 




1989 


1990 




FulI*tlM 
Perctat ChAagf 


96.072 
0.3X 


(28. 7X) 


95.553 
-0.5X 


(29. 5X) 


98,081 
2.6X 


(29. 9X) 


103,114 (30.2X) 
5. IX 


106.710 
3.5X 


(30. 2X) 


Part-clat 
Percfat ChA&it 


238,812 
-2. IX 


(71. 3X) 


228,610 
-4.3X 


(70. 5X) 


230.193 
0.7X 


(70. IX) 


238,619 (69. 8X) 
3.7X 


246,188 
3,2X 


(69. dX) 



Suanary of Male/Penale EnrolJjieatt 

Table 4 contains headcount data by gender from fall 1986 through fall 1990. 
The male/female distribution remained relatively stable with females over this 
five-year timeframe comprising between the current 57.8 percent and 
percent of the total enrollment and averaging 57.9 percent. The 
proportion of male students decreased slightly from 42.5 percent to 
42.2 percent. This is a reversal of a trend toward proportional increases in 
male participation that has occurred the previous two years* 



Tablt 4 

COMFAftlSOff OF MALI AM) PEMALX OPDJIW FALL WAflCOOKT OmolLHBftS 
IN ILLINOIS PUlUC COmUKin COLLICU PION 1986 TO 1990 





1986 




1987 




1988 




1989 




1990 




Halt 


142,102 


(42. 4X) 


134,121 


(41. 4X) 


137,422 


(41. 9X) 


145,155 


(42. 5X) 


148,803 


(42. 2X) 


PtrctQC ChAllft 


-0.6X 




-5.6X 




2.5X 




5.6X 


2.5X 




FtMlt 


192.782 


(57. 6X) 


190,042 


(58. ») 


190,854 


(58. IX) 


196,578 


(57. 5X) 


204,095 


(57. 8X) 


PtrctQt Ch«n|# 


-2. OX 




-1.4X 




0.4X 




3. OX 


3.8X 
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SuMary of the Ethnic Or^ln of EnrollMnta 

Table 5 contains data pertaining to the ethnicity of comunlty college 
students enrolled from fall 1986 through fall 1990. A coaparlsoa of fall 1989 
and fall 1990 headcount enrollments Indicates Increases aaong all five ethnic 
groups: non-resident aliens (30.5 percent), American Indian/ Alaskans 
(12,7 percent), Asian/Pacific Islanders (7.6 percent), blacks (7.0 percent), 
and whites (2.9 percent). While non-resident aliens and American Indians had 
the largest percentage Increases, their actual numbers remain relatively 
small. Contributing to the substantial growth among non-resldeat aliens are 
changes In Immigration laws that Include educational requirements as one of 
the conditions for persons previously classified as Illegal aliens to obtain 
citizenship status. The number of non-resident aliens could well be 
underreported since the largest district, City Colleges of Chicago, does not 
report students In this category. 



CONPAltlSON OF TML OPENING HEADCOUNT CNROLLHENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COWUNIH COLLEGES FtOM 1986 TO 1990 8Y ETmilC OtIGIN 





1986 






1987 






1088 




1989 




1990 




AJlsn/Psclflc Kalandrr 
Percent Chanfr 


10,538 
3.3X 


(3 


2t} 


11»613 
10. 2t 


f3 


6t) 


12,206 
5.1Z 


(3.8X) 


12,436 
. .1.9X 


(3.7X) 


13,383 
7.6X 


C3.8X) 


AMricsn Indlan/Al4sltan 
Prrcrnt Ctungr 


U357 
-3.5X 


(0 


41) 


1.224 
-9.8t 


^0 


4Z) 


1.182 
-3.4Z 


(0.4X) 


M83 
O.IX 


(0.3X) 


1.333 

12.7: 


fO.it) 


BUck 

Percent Chan^r 


55.329 
-2.8X 


(16 


8Z) 


47.552 
-14. IX 


f 14 


9:) 


47.167 
-0.8Z 


(14. 6X) 


47.382 
0.5X 


(14. OX) 


50.687 

7. OX 


f I4.^t) 


Percent Change 


23, W7 
11. 3t 


(7 


2?) 


22.425 
-5.2: 


(7 


o:) 


27.267 
21. 6X 


(8.4X) 


32.536 
19. 3X 


(9.6X) 


32.763 
0.7X 




White 

Percent Ch«iit^ 


237.163 
I.4t 


(72 


2t} 


235.899 

-0.5: 


a3 


9X) 


235.057 
-0.4X 


(72. 7X) 


244,782 
4. IX 


(72. 2X) 


251.909 
2.9X 


(71. HI) 


Non-real dent \llen 
Percent Change 


569 
-18. SZ 


(0 


2t) 


574 
0.9Z 


CO 


21) 


621 
8.2X 


(0.2X) 


658 

6. OX 


(0.2X) 


859 
30. 5X 


(0.21) 


Total Known 


328.603 


(100 


OZ) 


319.287 


noo 


OX) 


323,500 


(100. OX) 


338.97 7 


(100. OX) 


350.934 


' 100. OX) 


All Other/Unknown 


(S,28l 






4.S76 






4.776 




2,756 




1.964 




TOTALS 


334*884 






324 . 163 






328.276 




341,735 




352.898 





The most noteworthy trend In racial/ethnic enrollments over the past few years 
has been the declining share of black enrollments compared to the Increasing 
share of Hispanic enrollment s . Proportionately , black enrollments had 
steadily declined from fall 1986 to fall 1989 while the proportion of Hispanic 
enrollments ha J gradually Increased. However, aa Illustrated In Figure 2, 
fall 1990 ethnic eurolloients Indicate a reversal In this trend with a slight 
increase In the proportion >f black students from 1989 (14.0 percent to 
14,5 percent). At the same time, the Hlsp&alc share of enrollments declined 
slightly from 9.6 percent to 9.3 percent. After a substantial drop in the 
number of black students attending community colleges between fall 1986 and 
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1987 and a stabilization from 1988 to 1989, black enrollmenta are now at their 
highest level since 1986. The American Indian/Alaskan student population 
Increased 12.7 percent (150 students) over fall 1989 and Is also at Its 
highest level since 1986. The* four remaining ethnic groups are at their 
largest enrollment levels over the past five years: non-resident alien (with 
a five-year Increase of 51.0 percent), Hispanic (38.6 percent), Asian/Pacific 
Islander (27.0 percent), and white (6.2 percent,). 

Figure 2 
MINORITY FALL OPENING 
HEADCOUNT ENROLLNSNT 198€ - 1990 

6 0^1 1 




1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
Ysars 



HI Black hU-H Hispanic ggS Asian 

^666i Aw. ind. Alisn 



SusBsry of Enrollnents by Ags CAtegory 

Fall enrollments by studet** age category for the last five years appear In 
Table 6. The number of students under the age of 21 has Increased steadily 
since 1986. Fall 1990 enrollments showed the largest number (96,011) of 
students under the age of 21 during the past five years. Although the 
proportion of students under the age of 21 has dropped slightly from 
28.0 percent In 1989 to 27.5 percent In 1990, it is still well above the 
five-year average of 25.7 percent. The proportion of students between Che 
ages of 21 and 30 declined from 1987 to 1989 but showed a slight Increase 
(33*4 percent to 33.9 perceat) In 1990. The proportion of students between 31 
aad 39 declined during the last four years. After experiencing a decrease 
between 1986 and 1987 to 11.7 percent, the proportion of students between 40 
and 55 has Increased since fall 1988 and Is at a new high of 14.8 percent. 
Over the past five years, the number of students over the age of 55 
expi?rlenced sharp declines In fall 1988 and f^ll 1989. During fall 1990, the 
percentage and number of students age 55 and above were at tLelr lowest level 
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of the five-year period. The nedlan age of the coMunlty college population 
decreased slightly fro« 26.9 In fall 1989 to 26.8 In fall 1990, The «ean age 
reaalned at 30.4. 



TabU 6 



C0HPAHI50M or fML OfDIIMC HIAOCOWfT EMtOLLNtim 
m ILUMOIS POtUC COIfWWin COLLKIS from 19M to 1990 iY ACI CATtCOftY 





1986 




1987 




1988 




I9f9 




19$0 




16 aod Uadtr 


238 
-84.91 


(O.IZ) 


878 
268. 9Z 


(0.3t) 


732 


(0.2S) 


784 

7 .IS 


(0.21) 


884 

12.91 


(0.31) 


17-20 


64,3a4 


(19.7?) 


81,822 


(23. 6S) 


88,194 
7 ,%X 


(27. 2S) 
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6.81 
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l.OX 


(27.21) 
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14. 4S 
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-19.91 
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0.7Z 


(16.2Z) 


54.190 
3.3S 


(16. OX) 
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8.K 
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-8.91 
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37,008 
-2.11 


(17. 6Z) 


58.713 
3.01 


(17. 4X) 
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2.2< 


(17. 2X) 


31-39 

Pvrcfnt Chanfff 


66,431 

11. Ot 


(20.31) 


67,800 
2.01 


(2U2X) 


68,123 
0.3Z 


(21. OX) 
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-2.4» 


(19. 7X) 
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3.3t 


(19.6X) 


40-33 
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39.41' 
17.4? 


(12.01) 
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-19.01 


(U.IZ) 


37.507 
4.61 


(11. 7X) 


39.240 
23. 3Z 


(12. IX) 
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31. 6X 


(14.8S) 


OT»r 33 
PvrcfBt Chant* 


21,177 
-1.7X 


(6.5t) 


21,343 
1.7t 


(6.71) 


18.133 
-15.8* 


(3.6S) 


14.793 
-18.41 


(4.4X) 


14,761 
-0,2X 


(4.2S) 
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(100. Ot) 
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7.371 




4,281 




4.386 
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334,884 




324,163 




3id.276 




341.733 
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Suaaary of Enrollments by Student LtTal 

Table 7 contains enrollment data by student level or classification for the 
past five years. Freshaen accounted for 64*6 percent of all comunlty college 
enrollments In fall 1990. The trend In frfshaen representation was a gradual 



MU 7 



COWAUSCN Of FAU OrefaM HIADCOm WOLLNBm 

IN iLUNois ftmuc ammiTT cotxicts rtoN i9M to iffo it mom ixm 





19S4 




1987 




1988 




1988 




1990 




frt tiara 


176,914 

-3.n 


(32. 8t) 


174,819 
-1.2X 


(33. 9X) 


204,224 
16. 8« 


(62. 2X) 


219. 3M 
7.3t 


(64. 3S) 


227.830 
3.8X 


(64. 6t) 


rtrerac Chaagt 


33.930 
0.6X 


(16.1X) 


33.717 
-0.4» 


(16. 6X) 


37,639 

7.3X 


(17. 6«) 


37.301 
-0.61 


(16. 81) 


62.8a 
9.7X 


(17. 8t) 


Mak ScSiMl 


2,1M 
-73. U 


(0.6X) 


1,637 
-24. n 


(0.5^) 


1,673 
2.3X 


(0.3X) 


1.724 
2.91 


<0.3I) 


1,327 
-11. 4X 


(0.4S) 


r»rc9«( Oianat 

TOTAU 


101,882 
11. n 


()0.4S) 


93,990 
-7>7? 


f29.0») 


64,738 

-3l.lt 


(19 7%) 


63.112 
-2.5t 


(18. 3X) 


60,693 
-3.8X 


(17. 2X) 


334, 884 


(lOO.Ot) 


324,163 


(100. OX) 


328,276 


(100. Of) 


341.733 


(100. OX) 


332.898 


(100. OX) 
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Increase between 1987 and 1990. PreshMn enrollMnts In 1990 were at their 
highest level In the past five years as Indicated in Figure 3. SophoiJrJ 
enrollnents Increased substantially m fail 1990 with an increase of 
9.7 percent. Since fall 1988, high .chool enrollMcts had begun exhibitini 
I? Jr^.*'*"^ 1*/^/'.^*° decline. However, the au.ber of high school 

students enrolled in coMunity colleges lost aoMntua with a decline of 
n.4 percent In fall 1990. Unclassified students declined proportionately for 

^""Classified students are defined a. 
1 ? J" A °? 'Z*^ ■miBua requirements for entrance as regular 
college-level students, including students who are enrolled in adult basic or 
'"^ Students who already have a bachelor's or 

associate degree but who are taking courses at the saoe or lower level also 
fl!.-?**"; "ocl*"i"*d-> Enrollments In fall 1990 contained the 

fewest unclassified students during the five-year period under study. 



Figur* 3 
OPENING HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
BY STUDENT LEVEL: FALL 19 8« - 1990 
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SuMsry of Enrollments by Enrollment Status 

Community college students are assigned to one of four enrollment status 
categories. First-time students are entering students who previously have not 
attended any college. In a-Iditlon to first-time fall students, students who 
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are enrolled In the fall term who a:tended college for the first tlae during 
the previous sunrr are included in this classification as well. Transfer 
students are defined as those persons entering the coUege for the first tiae 
with at least 12 hours of academic credit earned at another college or 
university. Continuing students were enrolled a*: the college the prior term 
and are attending on an ongoing basis. Readmitted students are those who were 
enrolled at the college previously but not enrolled during the prior term 
(excluding summer). Fall student enrollment status data between 1986 and 1990 
are summarir.ed in Table 8. The proportion of students in each of these 
categories has fluctuated somewhat over the itve-year period. Continuing 
students always represented the largest portion of enrollments over the past 
five years. Until 1986, more than one-half of the students enrolled in 
community colleges had b^en enrolled the previous year. Since 1986, 
continuing student enrollment has seen a decline below the 50 percent mark. 
However, both the proportion and number of continuing students in fall 1990 
are at their highest level in the past five years. The number of first-time 
students decreased this ye/:r with a 4 perc*?nt decline from 1989. This 
resulted in first-time students representing only 31.9 percent of the fall 
students, the lowest share in the last five years. The number of transfer 
students remained at just over 4 percent ot the total with a modest increase 
of 1.2 percent over last year. 
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3.2X 
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14, 5M 
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(4.2X) 


F«rc»oc Chant* 


6. a 




-5.9X 




U.6X 




22,2i 




1.2X 
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150, 22» 


(U.9S) 


147,157 


'45. 4X) 


140.161 


(42.71) 


i4«,:40 


(43. 5X* 
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(4«.aX) 




-U.0* 




-2. OX 




-4. ax 
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15. 9X 
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(17. 2X) 


56.315 


(17. 4X) 
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(19. OX) 
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(17. 9X) 
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(15. IT^ 
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43. OX 
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10. 7X 
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(100. OX) 
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(100. OS) 


341,733 


(lOO.OX) 
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Sumnary of Enrollments in Instructioxul Programs 

Table 9 contains a suanary of headcount enrollments by Instructional program 
area for fall 1986 through fall 1990. Baccalaureate/ transfer and occupational 
students taking courses but not enrolled in a curriculum are identified as 
course enrollees and are included in the total program counts. Three program 
areas showed substantial increases in the actual number of students enrolled, 
and each of these is at its highest level in the five years under study. The 
occupational area increased by over 5,000 students or 5 percent. This is the 
second consecutive year for such an increase, reversing two years of 
decreasing occupational enrollments. The increase for occupational program 
enrollees was greater than that for course enrollees. The largest 
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proportional growth In enrollment occurred In the general asaoclate area with 
an Increase of 51.4 percent, or 3,856 student*. Baccalaureate/transfer 
enrollaents increased by over 8,300 students (6.5 percent). The ABE area 
showed little change with an Increase of 0.4 percent (167 students) while the 
ASE progru experienced a slight Increase of 2 percent (118 students) 

!:fc\°°thU'v.*'H 'r''- '•ciasrifird to the p"o8:«'i; 

which they Intend to enroll. Prior to this reclassification, the nu«ber of 
iSio ""i*"" decreased by over 30 percent froa fall 1986 to 

a2 - rr;*nt ^ registered a second yearly decrease 

io«r °' ^'^?^ students) for the lowest proportion of the total since 

: occupational and vocational enrollments are combined, the net 

f ^"'^ ^* students, nearly 3 percent 

f ??*,^Q? * ?! certificate program experienced a decrease in 

fall I'y'ii) of 6.7 percent ccntinuing the downward trend in this area. 



TabU 9 

COHfAUSON or OPENING FALL HBkDCOOHT EMtOLUOMTS Dl 
IMSraUCTIOMAt PROGRAM AAEAS IN IlLIWIS PUlUC COfHWITT COLLBCIS 
FROM 1986 TO 1990 
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P«rc#oC CbAQft 


1986 

11.069 
-17. OX 


(3.3X) 


1987 

6.397 
-40. 4X 


(2. OX) 


1 QMM 

3.308 
*16.3X 
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(Course Enrol 
PfrcvnC ChAOff 
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-3.8X 


(34. 6X) 
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-O.IX 


(33. 7X) 
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27.328 
8.71 
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Course Enrollees) 
Percent Chmnge 


113,993 
13,861 

4. ax 
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107.263 
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-5.9X 


(33. IX) 
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-4. IX 
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C.3X 


(7.2Z) 
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-/n.3X 


(0.9X) 
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7.^X 
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-29. 7X 
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34.928 

12 ax 


(10. 4X) 


33.220 
4.9X 


(10, 2X) 


33,673 
7.4X 


ASE 

Percent Chsngf 


7,261 
3.9X 


(2.2X) 


4.737 
-34. 3X 


(1.3X) 


3,762 
21. IX 


General Studies Certificate 
Percent Change 


24.703 
-8.8X 


(7.4X) 


23.328 
-3.6X 


(7.2X) 


18.761 
-19. 6X 


UnkAOwn 
Perctnc Cbang^ 


121 
-90, 4X 


(0.4X) 


103 
-14. 9X 


(0 OX) 


0 

-100. OX 
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334.884 


(lOO.OX) 


324.163 


(100. OX) 


328 » 2 76 
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Enrollaents In Inatructlonal Prograaa by Full-tlae/Part-tlae Statua * Table 10 
contains f:^e fall 1990 dlatrlbut^on of full-tlae aE3 part-tlae atudent 
attendance by inatructlonal prograa. Overall, 30.2 percent of the fall 1990 
cowunity college studenta attended on a full-tiae baaia (12 or aore credit 
hours ) . A coaparitton of enrollaent atatua aaong the inatructional prograa 
areas indicates that th<» higheat percentage (49.3 percent) of full-time 
students are enrolled in the baccalaureate/ tranafer area. Thirty-eight and 
one-half percent of the baccalaureate/tranafer atudenta attend college full 
tiae. A slightly higher percentage (39.1 percent) of the general aaaociate 
degree students enrolled on a full-tiae basis. Aaong occupational students, 
28.2 percent took at least 12 credit hours in the fall cera. In coabination, 
28.1 percent of the ABE/ASE studenta enrolled full tiae. Vocational skills 
and general studies certificate students continue enrolling on a part-tiae 
basis — 90 percent and 94.4 percent, respectively. 



Table 10 

FALL 1990 OPENING PALL HBAKOUNT OIROLLMINTS 
IN INSTRUCTIONAL PROCXAH AUAS 
BT POLL-TIMB/PART-TINI ENROLLNDfT STATUS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBUC COWIUNITT COLLBCBS 





Puil-Tiae 




Part-TlM 




Total 




G«a«ral Aaaociate 


4,442 
4.2Z 


(39. IX) 


6.920 
2.8X 


(60. 9X) 


11.362 
3.2X 


(100. OX) 


Btccalaur*at*/Tranaf*r 


52,644 
49. 3X 


(38. 5X) 


83,940 
34. IX 


(61. 3X) 


136.384 
38. 7X 


(100. OX) 


Occupaclooal/Career 


32,674 
30. 6Z 


(28. 2X) 


83.222 
33. 8X 


(71. 8X) 


113,896 
32. 9X 


(100. OX) 


Vocational Skllla 


2,613 
2.4Z 


(10. OX) 


23.443 
9.3X 


(90. OX) 


26,058 
7.4X 


(100. OX) 


ABFVASE 


13,502 
12. 7X 


(28. IX) 


34,613 
14. IX 


(71. 9X) 


48.117 
13. 6X 


(100. OX) 


General Studiea Certificate 


833 
0.8% 


(3.6X) 


14.048 
3.7X 


(94. 4X) 


14.881 
4.2X 


(100. OX) 


TOTALS 


106.710 


(30. 2X) 


246.188 


(69. 8Z) 


332.898 


(100. OX) 
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Enrollaenta In laatructlooal frofruu by Gender . Aa llluatrated In Table 11, 
during fall 19*0 f«aale8 outnuab*red wiUr'^ln every Inatructional area. The 
ABE/ASB prograa contained the hlgheat proportion of aale (48.1 percent) 
students, llie highest proportion of fetmles (65.6 percent) nere enrolled In 
m t""! certificate prograa. The Mle/feMle distribution within 

the baccalaureate/tranafer area (41.6 percent m1« and 58.4 percent female) 
and occupational area (42.3 percer-t aale and 57.7 percent feule) mirror the 
overall Bale/fenale distribution. 



Table U 

PALL 1990 OPENIHC PALL HEADCOOMT EMtOLLMBNTS 

Of INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM *i»^f 
K SEX IN ILLINOIS POBUC CWtlDNITT COLLKIS 
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Total 
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(40. 5X) 
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3.3X 
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11,362 
3.2X 


(lOO.OX) 
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(42. 3X) 
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15,968 
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(61. 3X) 


26,058 
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23,121 
13. 5X 


(48. IX) 


24,996 
12. 2X 


(51. 9X) 


48,117 
13. 6X 


(100. OX) 


General Studies Certificate 


5,122 
3.5X 


(34. 4X) 


9,759 
4.8Z 


(65. 6X) 


14,881 
4.2X 


(100. OX) 


TOTALS 


148,803 


(42. 2X) 


204,095 


(57. 8X) 


352,898 


(100. OX) 



Enrollment s In Inatructional Programs by Radal/Ethnlc Origin . An e 
of each radal/ethnle group's representation acroaa program areas In laii x!»7u 
as presented in Table 12 Indicates that the Imrgeat percentagea of white 
(43.5 percent), non-resident alien (42.6 percent), black (32.5 percent), ari 
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Asian (30.3 percent) students are enrolled In baccalaureate/transfer 
programs. The highest percentage of Hispanic (58.7 percent) students are 
enrolled in ABE programs. Since English as a Second Language courses are 
included under the ABE program area, the high percentage of Hispanic student 
enrollments in this area seems reasonable. Between 1989 and 1990 their 
enrollment in ABE programs decreased by 5.1 percent compared to a percentage 
increase of 13.8 percent in baccalaureate/transfer programs. 

Comparisons of the racial/ethnic distribution contained in the overall student 
population with each of the eight program areas reveal major differences. In 
the general associate degree program, Asian (11.1 percent vs. 3.8 percent), 
American Indian (0.7 percent vs. 0.4 percent), black (21.5 percent vs. 

14.5 percent), and Hispanic (10.6 percent vs. 9.3 percent) students had higher 
representation than they did within the overall population. In the 
baccalaureate/transfer area, white students had a greater representation 
(80.2 percent vs. 71.8 percent) as did non-resident aliens (0.3 vs. 
0.2 percent). Only white students had higher representation in the 
occupational area, while American Indian and non-resident aliens had the same 
proportion of distribution as in the overall student population. In the 
vocational skills program, two racial/ethnic groups showed higher 
representation than in the general student population: blacks and Asians. 
American Indians and whites had virtually the same representation as in the 
overall population. All racial/ethnic groups except whites had higher 
representation in ABE programs than i the overall community college 
population. In ASE programs, American Indian, black, Hispanic and 
non-resident alien enrollments were proportionately higher than they were in 
the overall totals. White students had a higher representation in the general 
studies certificate program than in the overall population accounting for 

79.6 percent of the enrollments in this area. 

Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Age . Overall during fall 1990 within 
the total community college population, 44.2 percent of the students were 
under 25 years of age. As indicated in Table 13, the percentage of students 
less than 25 years of age by program area are as follows: general associate, 

47.7 percent; baccalaureate/transfer, 57.1 percent; occupational ,37. 9 percent; 
vocational skills, 24.1 percent; ABE, 36.7 percent; ASE, 55.5 percent; and 
general studies certificate, 15.7 percent. 

Examination of each age group's representation across program areas Indicates 
that over one-half (55.1 percent) of the students between 17 and 20 and 
43.1 percent of all 21- through 24-year-old students are enrolled in 
baccalaureate/transfer programs. The occupational program area contains the 
highest percentages of students in the 17-20 (21.3 percent), 
25-30 (19.1 percent), and 31-39 (23.7 percent) age groups. Approximately 
one-quarter of the students 56 years of age or above are enrolled in the 
general studies courses. Students 16 years of age and under are concentrated 
in three programs: baccalaureate/transfer (27.4 percent), ABE (20.0 percent), 
and vocational skills (17.6 percent). 
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Enrollttents In Instructional Programs by CIP , A complete listing of 
enrollments by the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) codes for 
fall 1990 is provided In the appendix. Of the 136,584 baccalaureate/ 
transfer (1.1) students, 27,312 are students taking transferable courses but 
not enrolled In a degree program (course enrollees). Among students In 
transfer degree programs, 68,271 are In the Associate In Arts, 37,796 are 
enrolled In Associate In Science programs, and 3,205 are In Associate In Arts 
and Science degree curricula. Of the 115,896 occupational (1,2) students, 
19,077 of them are taking occupational courses but not enrolled in a degree or 
certificate curriculum (course enrollees). 

Table 14 shows enrollments In occupational curricula with at least 3,000 
students enrolled. The associate degree nursing (18.1101) program was the 
fastest growing program numerically (1,477) and percentagewise (19,0 percent) 
putting It ahead of business data processing. Business data processing 
(07.0305) Increased 1.3 percent over last year (99 students) but dropped to 



Table 14 

COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF OCCUPATIONAL CURRICULA 
ENROLLMENTS OVER 3,000: FALL 1989-1990- 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
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the second largest program after two years as the largest. Accounting and 
bookkeeping (07.0101) has shown little change in enrollment since last year. 
Other programs with enrollments over 3,000 that have grown over the past year 
Include: business administration and management (06.0401) with a total 
enrollment of 5,376, criminal justice administration (43.0105) with 5,355, and 
child care aide (20.0202) with 4,295. The secretarial program (07.0606) 
experienced a moderate decline with an enrollment of 3,028 students. These 
program enrollment changes are illustrated in Figure 4. 



FIGURE 4 

OCCUPATIONAL CURRICULA ENROLLMENTS 
OVER 3; 000: FALL 1989 - 1990 
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Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Student Intent . Table 15 contains 
fall 199C student intent data by instructional program area . Intent data 
conveys the student's primary goal that he/she wants to achieve as a result of 
his/her studies. The intent data are self-reported by students when they 
initially enroll at the college. Some but not all colleges ask students to 
update this information periodically. An examination of intent data across 
program areas illustrates the diversity of interests and needs that community 
college students possess. Two goals represent the aspirations of just over 
one-half of community college stuoents: 27.3 percent are attending to prepare 
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for a new or first occupational career and 24.2 percent are preparing for 
transfer to a four-year college or university. The next largest group of 
students, 11.8 percent, Indicate that they werf unsure of their goals or that 
their goals wre other than those listed aaop^ the seven possibilities that 
appear In Table 15. Improving present occupational skills was the goal of 
11.2 percent of the students. The following Intent categories were aspired to 
by less than 10 percent of the entire student population: the pursuit of 
non-career personal Interests (9.5 percent), remedying basic skill 
deficiencies (7. 7 percent) , exploring courses to decide on a career 
(4.3 percent), and preparing for the GED examination (4 percent). 

Examination of student Intent by the various program areas reveals some 
Interesting observations. For example, one might anticipate that the majority 
of students in the baccalaureate/transfer area would indicate their intent is 
to transfer to a four-year institution. However, less than one-half 
(48.2 percent) indicated this was the case. Approximately one-fifth 
(19.2 percent) indicated their Intent was to prepare for a new career or to 
Improve present occupational skills. While this does not preclude their 
eventual transfer, it is an indication that transferring is not their primary 
intention* 

Likewise, one might expect that students enrolled in occupational programs are 
there to prepare for a new career. Again, less than one-half (48.2 percent) 
indicated this was their primary Intent. Relatively, 15.2 percent of the 
occupational students enrolled with the Intent of Improving their present 
occupational skills. Among occupational students, 12.1 percent intend to 
transfer to a four-year institution. 

Students in the vocational skills curricula are often thought of as primarily 
Interested in short-term training to Improve their occupational/ job-related 
skills. Less than one-half (43.3 percent) of the vocational skills students 
listed this as their Intent. Other large contingents of vocational students 
are preparing for a new or first career (17.6 percent) and pursuing non-career 
personal interests/hobbies (14 percent). 

Lens than one-half (46.5 percent) of the adult basic education (ABE) students 
listed remedying basic skill deficiencies as their reason for attending* 
Preparing to take the GED was the Intent of over one-fifth of the ABE 
students. Less than one-half (41.5 percent) of the adult secondary education 
(ASE) students indicated they enrolled to prepare for the GED test. Another 
fifth (20.9 percent) Intended to remedy their basic skill weaknesses. 

Approximately one-half (50.5 percent) of the general studies certificate 
enrollees are pursuing non-career personal interests. 

This examination of Intent by program area indicates the diversity of 
community college students* aspirations. Furthermore, no more than one-half 
of the students in any program area are pursuing the particular goal that is 
most often associated with a given major. 
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SOJUARY AND CONCLOSIONS 

For the third con8ecutlv<' fall, both headcount and full-time equivalent 
enrollments Increased In Illinois community colleges. This Is a statewide 
phenomenon with only 15 percent of the districts reporting fewer students than 
were enrolled during the previous year. While the number of students may 
fluctuate over time, for the most part, the characteristics of Lommunlty 
college students do not vary significantly from year to year. Moat noteworthy 
among the changes In fall 1990 were changes In minority stu-'ent 
representation. Compared with an overall student population Increase of 
3.3 percent, American Indian enrollments Increased by 12.7 percent, Asian 
enrollments by 7.6 percent, and black enrollments by 7 percent. Hispanic 
student enrollment, which had experienced Increases of 22 and 19 percent the 
past two years, remained essentially unchanged in 1990. 

Also noteworthy fot fall 1990 was increased retention of students as reflected 
by the substantial number of students who had been enrolled during the 
previous year. In fact, both the numbers of new students and readmitted 
students were less than the previous two years indicating that the overall 
increase in enrollment for 1990 was due to retention of students. Retention 
has been a concern expressed by colleges in their program review and 
underrepresented groups reports. Several colleges have Implemented tracking 
and intervention programs which may well have resulted, in the retention 
reflected in the fall 1990 enrollments. 



Accurate, timely, and comprehensive comparabl data on community college 
enrollments are Important on the local, state, and national levels. Thf 
information is useful for analyzing historical enrollment trends as ^ell as 
for plannlftg programs, curricula, staffing, and financing. Through 
cooperative efforts by the community colleges, the Illinois Community College 
Board receives detailed student data twice yearly. The colleges submit 
computerized student data at the beginning of the fall term and again at the 
end of the year for each student enrolled in credit-generating courses at any 
time during the academic year. This centralized student database is used to 
meet data requests from state and national agencies and legislative bodies as 
well as to produce the information for statewide Illinois Community College 
Board reports. 
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APPENDIX 



Fall 1990 Opening Enrollment by 
Two-Dlglt Progran Classification Systea (PCS) and 
Six-Digit Classification of Instructional Prograns (CIP) Codes 
for the Public Conaunity Colleges In Illinois 

(Source: Fall El Data) 
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